
 

Introduction 

Increasing temperature and CO2 concentration is 

leading to widespread melting of glaciers and 

eventually causing increase in sea level as well as 

drought frequency. Collectively, all these changes 

have been regarded as climate change. The climate 

change occurring now will have—and is already 

having—an adverse effect on food production and 

food quality, with the resource-less farmers and the 

undeveloped countries most at risk. The adverse 

effect is a consequence of the expected or likely 

increased frequency of some abiotic stresses such as 

heat and drought, and of the increased frequency of 

biotic stresses (pests and diseases). Moreover, 

climate change is also expected to cause loss of 

biodiversity, mainly in more marginal environments. 

Plant breeding has always addressed both abiotic 

and biotic stresses, and strategies of adaptation to 

climate changes may include a more accurate 

matching of phenology to moisture availability using 

photoperiod/temperature response; increased access 

to a suite of varieties with different duration to 

escape or avoid predictable occurrences of stress at 

critical periods in crop life cycles; improved water 

use efficiency; and re-emphasis on population 

breeding to provide a buffer against increased 

unpredictability. The main objective of the 

conference is to discuss the challenge posed by 

climate change, new scenario in crop production and 

devise strategies to tackle them through plant 

breeding approaches 
 

Abstract Submission Deadline 

Oral & Poster Presentation---20th October, 2017 

Acceptance Notification---25th October, 2017 

 

Guideline for abstract submission 

Abstract should be in English language with less than 400 

words. Name and affiliation of presenter should be clearly 

indicated. Poster should be 841 mm x 1189mm with 

portrait orientation. Abstracts, posters and registration 

form should be sent to the following email address: 

breedingforclimate@gmail.com 

Registration 

Registration deadline: 10th October, 2017 

Fee for students: Rs 800 

Fee for Researchers/Academicians: Rs 1500 

(Please send scanned copy of student/service card along 

with registration form) 

Conference Secretariat 

Office of the Chairman, Department of Plant Breeding and 

Genetics, PMAS- Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi 

Metro bus Service Rawalpindi-Islamabad 

Patron in Chief  

Prof. Dr. Rai Niaz Ahmad, Vice Chancellor 

Patron  

Prof. Dr. Nadeem Akhtar Abbasi, Dean, Faculty of 
Crop and Food Sciences 

Principal Organizers 

Dr. Zahid Akram, Chairman, Department of Plant 

Breeding and Genetics, Tel: +92-51-9062630, 9292097 

Dr. Mahmood ul Hassan Assistant Professor, 

Department of Plant Breeding and Genetics 

Organizing Committee: 

Prof. Dr. M. Kausar Nawaz Shah    Dr. Nasir M. Minhas  

Dr. Ghulam Shabbir    Dr. Talat Mahmood  

Dr. Saad Imran Malik    Dr. Munir Ahmad 

Dr. Rashid Mehmood    Dr. Fahad Masoud Wattoo 

For more details see our website: 

www.uaar.edu.pk 

https://sites.google.com/view/breedingforclimate/home 
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Foreign Invited Speakers 

Dr Ata ur Rehman 
Molecular Plant Breeder, Charles Sturt University, 
Australia 
 
Prof. Dr. Guijun Yan 
Professor Guijun Yan, Genetics and Plant Breeding, 
UWA School of Agriculture and Environment, Faculty 
of Science, The University of Western Australia 
 
Dr. Yonggui Xiao 
Institute of Crop Science, Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences, Beijing, China 
 
 

About the City 

Rawalpindi (coordinates 33°36′N 73°02′E) is a city in Punjab, Pakistan. It 
is the fourth-largest city in Pakistan by population, while the 
larger Islamabad-Rawalpindi metropolitan area is the country's third-
largest area. The economy of Rawalpindi is interlinked with Islamabad, 
and the two are jointly known as the "twin cities".  

Rawalpindi is located on the Pothohar Plateau, which is known for the 
existence of a Buddhist community, particularly in neighbouring town 
of Taxila, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Average minimum 
and maximum temperature in the month of November is 8 and 25°C 
respectively. 

The city received a major boost with the start of the construction 
of Islamabad in 1961 which saw greater investment and even enjoyed a 
brief stint as the country's temporary capital.  The city having rich 
cultural heritage is also a popular transit point for tourists 
visiting Rohtas Fort, Azad Kashmir, Taxila and Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 

Faisal mosque, world’s 3
rd

 largest, 8 KM from conference venue 

 

Rawalpindi Golf Course, 10 KM from confernce venue 

 

Murree hills, a tourist resort, 50 km from confernce venue 
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